
Madalina Diaconu (Universität Wien) 

Erfahrung, Erlebnis, Erforschung 

The triad of experience in contemporary aesthetics 

After a review of the main stages in the history of the concept of aesthetic experience, John Dewey 

will serve to introduce to experience in general, considered as an integral process based upon the 

interaction of a living subject with the environment, which can be actively done or passively 

undergone, has an inner development and a meaning. These features can be found in three types of 

aesthetic experience: cumulative (Erfahrung), experiential (Erlebnis) and explorative (Erforschung). 

The lecture is an attempt to chart contemporary aesthetics according to this triptych on selected 

examples. The cumulative experience underlies the formation of skills and aesthetic education and it 

was rehabilitated along with the craftsmanship. The experiential experience, which still forms the 

core of the theories of aesthetic experience, is nowadays based upon perception in a very broad 

meaning and is supported by the extension of aesthetics to aisthetics. Finally, explorative experiences 

are essential in the artistic research and the aesthetics of science. Other theories, such as 

somaesthetics, the art of life and performance studies, participate to several types of experience. 
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